ANDY WARHOL

& SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS:
Another Side of Pop Art

;"mn:L:..' Wiarhal is one of (he besl Enown
artists of the 20th century. Indeed, he 15 one
of the few arlizsis in history whose nams has
become a household word. e is best known for
his images of culiural “leons”™ sweh as Marilyn
Monroe, Elvia Presley, Camphbell Soup cans, and
Brillo boxes, Bul theére was anol her side 1o his
work. He was one of the few members of
the E'I:Ip Arl gl'“l.-.rul:.lq:-l:l. whi demansiraled
social conscionsness,

One of the most remarkable aspeiis
of modern art is how Lole attention was peid
ter the reallties of politleal action, sectal injus-
toe, individunl and collsive salffering the
expladtation of humans and animals, and the
ompipresent face of death, Warkbeol msde {hese
realities part of his work as a painter and
primtmaker. This is the Tirst exhibition o
present a general survey of ihis overlonked
s sl af Warhols work as a |.'|-:|"||:'l[]:|lak.-P‘:I‘.

In additfon o being associaled with the
“glive and @lamowr” of the 1560s & T0s, Wirhol
was sarretly 8 regular churchgoer, and one who
amonymowsly helped to feed the homeless of
New York City on weelkends, He also devoled his

last years to o serics of remarkable religions
images based on the “Last Supper” by
Lecnardo da Vinel, Being religious was not
Mshionable tn the Pop Art crowd of (e 1560s,
g0 Warhol kept this part of himsell guiet,
This ather Andy Warhol was a person of desp
social consclousness,

He happdly eclebrated what he liked abount
GUT PSR TOLE, Mun=loving, consumer=-esrienied
culiure, but he also put before us images of
what |1n|:|x-|-:l as dangers, bl Cooanm Che inside
and the ouiside, to the Ameriean way of life. He
insisted that we look at injestice, murder, begal-
feedd Kiling mindless car-crashes, and national
|_:||,|-]|I,l|:7|| vhodoes, as well as Moo and Lendn,

The exhibition
begins with
*Birmingham Raee
Hiol™ 1584 ) which
shows a polioe l"l:ln_
aboul to attark a

hlek demonsiralon

Raee rlods were ripping apart the soclal fabrie of
ihee Umided Stades in the mid 19608, Few artisis
paibd any attentlon. Warkol did.

B 1ne Chan 0, Oty rhenterk Pesrpisimen or Greglk A o il Floee & ris Mwers e off Sais Foamses
Hrmmrfhen Banr Ked PBIL Uisei®eay’ s B lae b Tesaml@icn b Gaaphe wre e Fooe Lric Husraen o San Fismees

The next group comes from a series of
painiings and prints he devoted (o (he assassi-
mation of President John F Kennedy and (e
evenis surrounding (his mational I,ragf_u:'l:,-', N
the many images in this series, (wo of e most
maving are “hackie 17 and
Slackie I (1066 The mobdlity
wilh which our First Lady
cidured hier sulfering helped
Lhvwe entine nation endwme ils
suffering al the loss of a hwro.
Waritol capd ured 1hat spiril.

“Elevirie hair® (18710 on boan from the
Achenbach Foundation for Graphic Arts at (he
Firbe Aris Museams of San Franeisoo s a
famouns suite of 10 prints that presents ws with
i non=judgmental bual moving image of the
instrument Amerivans use to Kill people society
has decicdied should die. Whether or not one is
in faver of vapital punishment, this image
affers food For thought,

“Vole Moliovern®™ [1972) feaiures a less ihan
MNattering image of Richard Nixon, and begins
a serles of prints Warhoel made (o help presiden=
Tial candidates. s afforts continuoesd wilh

Carter's campalgn later in the decade. No other
artist of the era ook polditbeal sides and Belpeesd
to rakse funds this way e also made prints to
False Tumds for lsrael and thee Uniled Nalions,

Tha: exhibition ooneliedes will a litgle
known suite of 10 sereenprints ealled “Endan gered
Spewcies™ (1ORTL N features “porirails™ of (sn
animals on the endangered species Hst at that
L With his 1'|'l:||l]:l|:IIH_. cieloring, amd animated
brushwork. Warlhol managed (o glve onr fellow
eremlures an almost monumenial nobdliny
Eoologival conscionsness was growing among
artises ll:l.' this time, bal Warhol gose direct h.-|=|p
by donating these prints to foundations who
werne saving these animals e 100k no ey
for himself, Why? Becauwse there was another
sl por Amdy Wirhaol,
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